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1. Introduction:

I.1.Punjab has the advantage of being one of the prosperous states ir
India. It has also the advantage of having a large number of Punjabi
diasporas settled in other countries with roots deeply connected in
Punjab. Situated enroute to most of the popular tourist destinations in
Himachal Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir, it can serve as a halting
place for lacs of tourists visiting Mata Vaishno Devi in J&K and
Shimla, Dalhousie and other destinations in Himachal Pradesh.
Punjab has already established itself as a preferred destination for the
religious tourists with the most sacred place of Golden Temple in
Amritsar attracting about 60 percent of the annual footfall of tourists
in the State. The Golden Temple has also been recognized as the most
visited place in the world. Even one of the most visited museum in
Asia, Virasat-e-Khalsa is situated in Anandpur Sahib in Rupnagar
district of Punjab. However, despite being the historical and ancient
state, where remains of Harrapan era have been discovered, the
heritage and other themes of tourism have not flourished as per its
potential. As a result, emphasis has been given by the Punjab
Government in the Punjab State Tourism Policy, 2018 for the
promotion of the heritage, eco-tourism, cultural tourism, craft tourism
and other themes of the tourism. In the Punjab State Tourism Policy,
2018, apart from chalking out strategies for the promotion of various
other themes of tourism, introduction and promotion of the adventure

tourism in the state has also been discussed.



2.

1.2.The topography of Punjab has all the elements for the introduction of
the adventure tourism in the State. The State is situated in the lap of
the Shivalik hills. It has three major rivers namely Sutlej, Beas and
Ravi. There are many large wetlands where water sports can be
introduced. It is in this context that there is a need to have a separate
adventure tourism policy for the State.

Definitions

2.1.“Adventure Sports” are activities undertaken through the medium of
Land, Water and Air and perceived as involving a certain degree of
risk. These activities often involve speed, height, a high level of
physical exertion and highly specialized gear.

2.2.“Department” means the Department of Tourism & Culture,
Government of Punjab

2.3.“Government” shall mean the Government of Punjab in the
Department of Tourism & Culture

2.4.“Investor” shall mean a person, company or firm desirous of
investing time and monetary resources for setting up an Adventure
Tourism Project in the State or for conducting an Adventure Sport
within the State.

2.5.%“Person” shall mean a human being, a body of persons, cooperative
society or other legal entity that is recognized by law as the subject of
rights and duties ,

2.6.“State” shall mean the State of Punjab

2.7. “Tourist” shall mean any person who visits an area for a short
duration for recreational purpose

2.8. “Adventure Tourism Project” means any project established on an
Adventure Tourism Site with the primary intention of conducting
Adventure Sports.

2.9.“Adventure Tourism Site” shall mean any site, which is conducting
Adventure Sports or if developed appropriately, has the potential of
conducting Adventure Sports,

Theme of Adventure Tourism

3.1.The term adventure tourism can be defined as a type of niche tourism,
involving exploration or travel with a certain degree of concerns
which may require physical and mental strength or may require
special skills and physical exertion. Adventure tourism attracts high

value customers who are passionate and risk-taking.
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3.2.As stated above, Punjab has all the elements in terms of topography

and natural heritage to start the theme of adventure tourism. The
major rivers and wetlands in Punjab have the potential to sustain
water sports activities. There are six wetlands in Punjab which have
been designated as wetlands of international importance known as
Ramsar sites. More than 250 species of birds and around 1 lakh
migratory birds can be seen on these sites. These wetlands attract
avifauna from different parts of the world during the winter season
and provide awesome opportunity to the environmentalist and bird
watchers. However, addition of the adventure tourism in such areas
will surely doubly enhance the experience of the tourists. Cycling,
Nature Walk, Off-roading activities have already been organised and
successfully done by different organizations in the State during the
last few years. There is a need to introduce water sports and aero
sports in the beginning to bring Punjab on the map of the adventure
tourism sites in India such as Rappelling, River Crossing , zipline,
flying fox, Bungee Jumping, Hot Air Ballooning, Helicopter Rides ,
Bike Rallies, Jungle Camping, Jungle Walk, Nature Walk, Caravan

ete.

3.3.As per the policy for the diversification of tourism products of India,

special attention is also being given by Government of India for the
development of Adventure Tourism in the country. The Ministry of
Tourism has already issued Guidelines for the Approval of Adventure
Tour Operators, which is a voluntary scheme, open to all bona fide
adventure tour operators. The Ministry of Tourism has also
formulated a set guideline on Safety and Quality Norms on
Adventure Tourism as basic minimum standards for adventure

tourism activities.

4. Vision and Mission Statement

4.1.The vision is to introduce and promote adventure tourism in Punjab

and the mission is to establish Punjab as a destination on the map of

adventure tourism sites in India.
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5. Strategy and Action Plan:

3.1

JIntroduction and regulation of the theme of the adventure

tourism in the State of Punjab on sustainable basis.

As stated above, the theme of adventure tourism has not earlier been
promoted in the State, while there are areas where adventure tourism
can be successfully implemented. Therefore a mechanism for the
introduction of the selected sports for adventure tourism shall be

developed and proper regulatory mechanism shall also be developed.

5.2.Selecting and exploring the sites having potential for the

e

adventure tourism.

Punjab has the advantage of having diverse topography ranging
between sub-mountainous terrains to its free-flowing rivers and
beautiful wetlands where large number of migratory birds arrive
every year. Punjab Government shall make endeavour for selecting
suitable sites having potential for different types of adventure sports.
Development of infrastructure for adventure tourism

It is very important to develop infrastructure including the necessary
amenities at the places selected for introducing the adventure sports.
Government shall take necessary action to dévelop necessary
infrastructure and public amenities so that the tourism in the area can

be promoted.

5.4.Adopting branding techniques for the promotion of adventure

5.8.

tourism to reach to the national and international tourists.
Publicity is an important factor for the promotion of tourism in any
theme. Government shall adopt latest branding techniques for the
promotion of adventure tourism so that Punjab can also be
established as a preferred destination for the adventure tourism for
the domestic and international tourists.

Building capacity and developing quality human resource for
tourism industry.

Skill development and training are very important factors for the
success of any endeavour particularly in the case of adventure

tourism where some element of risk is always involved. Government



of India and Adventure Tourism Association of India has laid down
safety for different types of the adventure tourism activities.
Government shall undertake skill development and capacity building
programs for making adventure tourism a sustainable activity.
5.6.Ensuring safety and security of the tourists.
The State Government shall follow the guidelines issued by the
Adventure Tourism Association of India and the Government of
India while practicing the adventure sports activities in the State.
5.7.To create enabling environment for investment for sustainable
tourism.
The State Government shall create enabling environment for the
investment by the private enterprises for the development of the
adventure tourism on sustainable basis.
5.8.Sharing of revenue with the local communities:
The State Government shall develop mechanism for the sharing of
the revenue received from the adventure tourism in the State with the
local communities and the proceed shall be used for the development
of the local areas in consultation with the Department of Finance.
5.9.To create employment opportunities
The State Government shall create more and more employment
opportunities by developing Adventure Tourism facilities in the
State.
5.10. Making optimum use of the central funds for Adventure
Tourism.
Promotion of tourism is important not only for the economy of the
State which contribute to the economy of the country. Government
of India has devised number of schemes for the development of
tourism including the adventure tourism in India, State Government
shall make optimum use of the central funding in the development of

the tourism in the State.






